To evaluate the evidence for the use of spiral volumetric computed tomography (SVCT) in the diagnosis of acute pulmonary embolism (PE).
The methodological quality of these studies was assessed according to a scale detailed in the review article, although it was unclear whether more than one reviewer performed this assessment and the reporting of the review methodology was generally limited. It was therefore difficult to assess the possible impact of potential flaws in the review process on its findings. In only a few studies were patients referred for SVCT or the reference test, regardless of the results of either, or were the test results interpreted independently of each other. However, the quality of the studies was discussed in some detail in the review. The details of the individual studies were limited: only data for comparisons with PA alone were presented, even though other reference standards were included in the review. There was no formal quantitative synthesis of the data, but data for comparisons with PA were summated in tables. This was appropriate given the different methodologies used in the various studies. The authors' conclusions are supported by the findings of the review, but should be viewed with caution given the limitations described.
